
and sprinter Marie-Josée Ta Lou 
(Team Africa). 

While part of the athletes 
responded to journalists’ questions, 
the rest, together with the captains, 
sat down on four prepared tables. 
Each for one team. Lavillenie 
entertained the audience by 
trying to confuse Nezha Bidouane 
as he started changing the tag 
with name of the continents and 
wanted to inconspicuously join 
the team of Africa. An interesting 
moment came with questions 
about tactics and the use of jokers. 
It seems to be a surprise not only 
for the audience but also for the 
athletes themselves. Their raised 
eyebrows and the open wide eyes 
of the athletes spoke it all. “It is a 
secret. But for us, too,” laughed 
Dani Stevens. And what tactics 
do they choose for the races? “I 
will still scream ‘Go, Europe, go,” 
Stefanidi said. “My captain said to 

me: Go for world record! In first 
three attempts. We want to stand 
one step ahead, that´s what Team 
Americas do,” Christian Taylor 
laughed, referring to words from 
captain Mike Powell.

Funny moments happened also 
during the photo shoot with 
beautiful glass trophies. Lavilennie 
was testing the hardness of glass 
of Sebastien Coe’s shoulder, Marie-
Josée Ta Lou was dancing near the 
trophy, and the blue team of Europe 
told everyone that the trophies 
would be theirs, while trying the 
winning high five together. There is 
a lot of good and competing mood 
among the teams. Spectators will 
love it. “I love Ostrava and mostly 
its people. They have huge energy, 
support everyone, clapping 
hands. Stadium will be rockin’ this 
weekend,” added Christian Taylor.

TEASING ALL THE TIME.
THEY ALL WANT TO WIN  

An introductory press conference 
to open the IAAF Continental Cup 
2018 took place right on the track 
on Friday morning. Team captains 
spoke of the fact that it is an honor 
to lead such talented athletes 
under the color of one of the 
continents and to be an inspiration 
and a mentor.

Colin Jackson did not forget to 
say that the team of Europe, the 
current champion, will enjoy the 
victory this time as well. “We are 
having trash talk with each other all 
the time. And I´m leading,” Jackson 
laughed. And then a surprise came. 
Revealing two athletes from each 
continent –  pole vaulters Renaud 
Lavillenie and Katarina Stefanidi 
(Team Europe), Abderrahman 
Samba (400m hurdles) and Dani 
Stevens (discus throw) for Asia-
Pacific,  triple jumpers Christian 
Taylor and Caterine Ibarguen 
(Team Americas), and Julius Yego 
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Caster Semenya has won five 800 m races at 
Diamond League this year and has not lost any of 
them. She became overall winner and the rest of 
the world will have the last chance of this season 
to change it in Ostrava. “I think it is impossible to 
win 800 m battle against her. She just performs 
incredibly well,” predicts captain of Asia-Pacific 
team Jana Pittman. But the valuable ‘scalp’ can 
the contestants get also at half distance race. The 
Diamond League overall winner for 400 m Salwa 
Eid Naser will be definitely looking after her. She 
got national record at the African Championship 
with run under 50 second for the first time (49.96). 
“It is always been a dream to go sub-50, I figured 
at the right time and with the right conditions in 
my favour, it would come,” said the South African. 

SEMENYA GOING
FOR DOUBLE 

Sandi Morris is the exclusive member of the 
5 meter club yet head-to-head she is still losing 
to her greatest rival, Katarina Stefanidi. Olympic 
champion from Rio de Janeiro admits that 
eventhough they fight tough in the field, they 
form a solid group with other pole vaulters. 
“We spend five hours in the field and that forms 
some relationships. We know each other better 
but focus on winning does not step aside,” said 
Stefanidi. Team competition reminds her nice 
memories on her college years. “I have always 
enjoyed the team spirit  that we do not normally 
feel in track & field.  I believe that for spectators it 
will be fun to watch because the new format of 
rules makes it thrilling in every event!“

CHANCE FOR MORRIS TO 
EVEN UP STEFANIDI

In season 2018 they have met at eight events 
so far and for the second time Ostrava brings 
them together.  Both born in 1992, both with PB 
separated by 2 cm and both easy going persons. 
One Olympic and one World Champion, shot 
putters Ryan Crouser (USA) and Thomas Walsh 
(NZL) will for the last time in this season pit their 
wits against one another. They keep the 3:5 head-
to-head score this year with Crouser leading. Both 
admit that their rivalry pushes them forward: “ I 
always want to beat him and he wants to beat 
me. When I train and prepare for the next season 
I am thinking about him training and it motivates 
me to push harder,“ said Ryan. Interesting battle 
comes at the IAAF Continental Cup 2018.  

SECOND TIME IN OSTRAVA 
DURING ONE YEAR  
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GALA DINNER AT ATTRACTIVE INDUSTRIAL PLACE 

Gala Dinner in Auditorium Gong, Dolní Vítkovice

From left: Tomáš Macura, the City Major of Ostrava with Sebastian Coe, IAAF 
President, and Ivo Vondrák, Governor of the Moravian-Silesian Region Mike Powell (Team Americas) and Colin Jackson (Team Europe)



WHO HAVE ALREADY WON IN OSTRAVA?

Raise hands above the head and enjoy the moment 
of victory. Every athlete desires to experience such 
a feeling. Several participants of the 2018 IAAF 
Continental Cup have already enjoyed this moment 
at Ostrava city stadium in the past during youth 
championships and traditional IAAF World Challenge 
Ostrava Golden Spike meeting. Let us take you back to 
the past and remind you their successes. 

Polish athlete Anita Wlodarczyk (Team Europe) 
has won the Golden Spike meeting eight times and 
became a record holder in number of hammer throw 
victories at Ostrava city stadium. Also French pole 
vaulter Renaud Lavillenie (Team Europe) reached 
a great success at this meeting with four victories 
in 2012, 2013, 2015 and 2016. Seven years ago 
an American triple jumper Christian Taylor (Team 
Americas) won his first big international title when he 
became a World Champion U19 in Ostrava, followed 
by two victories from Golden Spike meeting in 2015 
and 2017. 

Many other competitors of upcoming Continental 
Cup have already succeeded in Ostrava. In 2011 
hurdler Sergey Shubenkov and triple jumper Paraskevi 
Papachristou (both Team Europe) have won the 
European Championships U23. Others have reached 
a victory at prestige Golden Spike Ostrava meeting. 
Among them were long distance runners Sifan Hassan 
(Team Europe) who won 1500 m and Conseslus 
Kipruto (Team Africa), 3000 m hurdler who reached 
for the popular crystal spike trophy in 2013. Two years 
later Marcin Lewandowski (Team Europe) triumphed 
in 1000 m race and Julius Yego (Team Africa) in javelin 
throw competition. One of the most successful javelin 
thrower at the moment Thomas Röhler (Team Europe) 
accomplished victory a year later, followed by Czech 
athlete Jakub Vadlejch (Team Europe) in 2018. Last 
year another Czech sportsman dominated in Ostrava 
-  shot putter Tomáš Staněk (Team Europe). Also 
sprinters who have won this year´s Golden Spike 
Ostrava will be competing at Continental Cup – among 
them phenomenal Dutch sprinter Dafne Schippers, 
French hurdler Pascal Martinot-Lagarde (both Team 
Europe) and 400m runner Abdalelah Haroun (Team 
Asia-Pacific).

Photo: Czech Athletic Federation

Photo: IAAF


