
and Americas will show the most 
interesting mutual battles,” said 
Tomáš Macura, the City Mayor 
of Ostrava, who is huge fan of 
technical disciplines. 

Stanislav Folwarczny, the Deputy 
Governor of the Moravian-Silesian 
Region, has similar opinion. “Team 
competition in athletics is really 
unique and I believe that we will see 
unusual athletic show and world 
performances. I’m looking forward 
to the final relays, there is always 
huge energy and unbelievable 
atmosphere  when event comes 
to its end. According to experts, 
the performances of Europe and 
Americas will be comparable, so 
I look forward to doing so. But of 
course I certainly hope that Team 
Europe will eventually enjoy the 
victory.”

captains received colorful jerseys 
of their own teams that will fight 
for the best performance on the 
upcoming weekend directly from 
the representatives of the City of 
Ostrava and the Moravian-Silesian 
Region. 

Ostrava is closely associated with 
athletics and athletes like to come 
back anytime. “Their feelings about 
Ostrava are real, they really love 
this place. And it makes me very 
happy and proud. I’m very curious 
about this special event and so 
excited to see regular athletic rivals 
to join one team. I believe that the 
team spirit will also be transferred 
to the overall atmosphere and that 
the athletes will chear and support 
each other. I will keep my fingers 
crossed for the Team Europe, of 
course. And I think that Europe 

BIG SURPRISE FOR TEAM STAR CAPTAINS
AT THE OSTRAVA AIRPORT

Ostrava airport has never 
experienced such a mixture of 
colors like on Wednesday evening. 
The 30 young fans and athletes 
who participated in the year-
round Ostrava supports continents 
project, have been honored to 
welcome three star team captains 
at 2018 IAAF Continental Cup. 
All young Czechs were dressed 
in colorful t-shirts to illustrate 
individual continents and created 
a “welcome aisle” for Jana Pittman 
(Team Asia-Pacific), Mike Powell 
(Team America) and Colin Jackson 
(Team Europe).

Athletic legends had no idea 
of this welcome. They were 
laughing and giving high fives 
to the children while walking 
through this live aisle. They really 
enjoyed this surprise. All three 
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110m hurdles legend, Team Europe captain 
Colin Jackson, competed on four occasions at the 
IAAF World Cup, grabbing the gold medal in 1992. 
The owner of eight European titles (4 indoors) 
and 3 gold medals from World Championships (1 
indoor) is sure that his team is really strong and 
already highly motivated to defend the title. 

 
“This is team event and every point will be 

counted. If you are going fourth, you should do 
everything in difficult fight to finish third. If you 
are second, then go out to get the victory! Do not 
forget that we are at the home. This is Europe. 
The other three teams will challenge us with their 
own great performances here in Ostrava.”

Team Americas captain Mike Powell, two-time 
World Champion (1991 and 1993) and two-time 
Olympic silver medallist (1988 and 1992), even 
does not want to imagine that his 27-year-old 
outstanding men’s Long Jump World Record of 
8.95m could be broken one day. But even more 
it is inconceivable for him that Team Americas 
could lose in Ostrava. 

“We are really strong team and we are here to 
come back to the top place among continents. 
Even though we had to fly across the ocean 
and we are in disadvantage compared with 
Europeans, do not expect that my athletes will 
have jetlag here. We are looking forward to enjoy 
the end of this really nice season and to amaze 
the people.”  

COLIN JACKSON

MIKE POWELL
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Team Asia-Pacific captain Jana Pittman 
performed at the IAAF World Cup only in 2002 
and finished third. She became the heir to the 
world throne of women’s 400m hurdles, when 
she picked up the baton from Nezha Bidouane 
at Paris World Championships 2003, but it does 
not mean that Jana will give up the track to 
Nezha during these days in Ostrava. 

“Asia-Pacific team will be fighting hard here. 
I do hope that my athletes will do very-very 
well here, just like at the last championships 
and competitions, where they had very good 
results. I expect a lot, for example, from Brandon 
Starc in men’s high jump, who is ranked very 
highly. Certainly, I am looking forward for other 
big performances and I am sure we will be 
successful.”     

Team Africa captain Nezha Bidouane got the 
taste of the IAAF World Cup gold in 1998. One 
year before she took her first victory at the World 
Championships and managed to repeat this 
success in 2001. Olympics bronze medallist 2000 
will try to motivate African athletes by her own 
example and to get her team higher than third 
place they took during past two Continental 
Cups. 

The history says that Team Africa can make it to 
the top. If points were counted separately, African 
men would manage to win four Continentals 
Cups in a row, starting from 1992. Now they 
are even stronger in many technical disciplines. 
Moreover, Team Africa’s women is able to 
surprise not only in middle and in long distance 
events. Let’s see, what this unpredictable team 
will show on the track. 

JANA PITTMAN

NEZHA BIDOUANE 


